Subject Description Form

Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Subject Code APSS 5055

Subject Title Psychology of Exceptional Children
Credit Value 3

Level 5

Pre-requisite / Nil

Assessment
Methods

100% Continuous Assessment

Group
Assessment

Individual
Assessment

1

. Seminar participation and

. . 10%
responding to presentation ?

2

. Group project presentation 40%

(O8]

. Individual paper 50%

The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned.

The completion and submission of all component assignments are required
for passing the subject; and

Every student must pass the specific component(s) (standard of passing) if
he/she is to pass the subject.

Objectives

The subject aims to enable students:
1.

2.

examine a number of contemporary issues and controversies associated with
the complex construct of learning disorders and other special educational needs.
study different conventions in the conceptualization of the issues with reference
to recent advances in research, assessment and instructional interventions of
learning disorders and other special educational needs.

develop the sensitivity to the systemic interaction between individuals and
environments in the understanding of learning disorders and special educational
needs.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
a.

b.

develop an understanding of the complexity of the nature of exceptional
children;

integrate some knowledge and skills in recognizing different types of learning
disorders and exceptionalities;

critically reflect on current claims and popular practices related to the children
exceptionalities.
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

This course will introduce the core features of different types of children
exceptionalities and examines a number of contemporary issues and controversies
associated with the complex construct of children exceptionalities. The importance
of understanding children exceptionalities as the interaction across individuals,
environments will also be addressed. It will cover the following areas:

1.  History and contemporary trends

2. Analysis of the definitions, prevalence, and demographics of various
exceptionalities through the lens of psychological theories and diagnostic
criteria.

3. Examination of the biological, environmental, and psychological factors
contributing to exceptionalities, and the processes for their identification and
assessment.

4.  Discussion on cognitive, behavioral, and neurodevelopmental models in
understanding learning disorders and other special educational needs.

5. Strategies for implementing inclusive education and classroom management,
informed by evidence-based psychological practices.

6. Application of developmental psychology and cognitive theories to
understand and support the learning and development of exceptional children.

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

Lectures & Presentations

Lectures will be delivered through blended learning; utilizing online learning and
outside specialized speakers, students will establish an understanding of the current
ideology of exceptional children. Students will participate in interactive lectures,
review selected case studies, present their work in small groups, conduct rigorous
reviews of the current literature regarding exceptional children; culminating in a
specialization towards helping parents or teachers.

Students are encouraged and expected to have critical discussions, self-reflection,
analyses, syntheses and evaluation of issues surrounding exceptional children.
Ideologies are examined through students’ literature reviews of research-based
studies, practice-based project experience, seminar presentations and their active
participation in class discussions including practical activities. A written 2,500
word individual paper, based on a rigorous review of the literature, is required to
make clear to what extent the students understand exceptional children. A small
group presentation of their project enhances learning through collaboration.
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Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes
methods/tasks weighting | to be assessed (Please tick as

appropriate)

a b c

1.

Seminar participation 10%
and responding to 4 v v
presentation

2.

1 0
Group PI‘O:] ect 40% v v v
Presentation

3.

Individual term paper 50% 4 v v

Total 100%

1.

Students’ works will be assessed on the extent to which students can
proactively and appropriately incorporate and apply knowledge from different
professional disciplines in critical thinking and problem solving processes.

Small student groups will be required to hold a 30-min presentation on a
particular topic of children exceptionalities (For examples. learning needs of
children with ADHD; social-emotional needs of children with physical
impairments etc.). Each group will be required review articles and elaborate
on the critical themes and issues from the selected readings in the presentation.
Each group needs to prepare ahead some questions for class discussion. Each
group presentation will be peer reviewed. For graduate students, effective
communication skills are highly important. Peer review is an optimum mode
for assessing effective communication.

Class discussions and exercises are designed to help students learn and engage
their attention to the relevant issues discussed. Feedback and related
supplementary information will be given to enrich the learning experiences.

Students will be required to write an individual paper of around 2,500 words,
on an integrative literature review of several academic journal articles or book
chapters on a particular topic about children with exceptionalities. Students
may select their population (e.g ADHD) with regard to the implications of the
exceptionality towards either parenting or education.

Student Study
Effort Expected

Class contact:

Lectures (Involves mainly professionals from Psychology and

Educational Psychology) 27 Hrs.

Seminars (Seminar will include sessions of around 4 hours
conducted by invited professionals from disciplines other than 12 Hrs.
Psych: genetics and speech and language)

Other student study effort:
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= Term Paper 24 Hrs.

= Seminar presentation and participation 24 Hrs.
= Self-directed studies: reading 20 Hrs.
Total student study effort 107 Hrs.
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